Utopian Lesson Plan

Teacher Name:  Terri Egan



Grade Level: 11






Unit Context:  Transcendental
Period – American Literature (This follows 

a debate unit and the study of Emerson and 
Thoreau).

	Time
	Procedure

	DAY 1 

45 minutes
	Prior Day Preparation – Students have been introduced to the concept of a “utopia,” read about 19th century utopian communities, and have brainstormed as a class and individually about what makes a strong society.

Students are placed in groups and given the Utopia Sheet to complete.  NOTE:  All ideas written on the shared response paper need to be approved by a majority of the members of the group.  

Outside of class work:  Bring in any materials necessary for the videotaped presentation.

	DAY 2

35 minutes

15 minutes


	Each group will create a 1 minute commercial “selling” their utopian vision.  Each member of the group must have an active part in the presentation.

Each group will present their commercial to the rest of the class and be videotaped.

Outside of class – Each student will evaluate his/her work in the group reflecting specifically on:  1) effort on the project, 2) their understanding of the concept, 3) how effective their group’s presentation/arguments are.

	DAY3

30-35 minutes

15 minutes


	Students will view the videotaped presentations and will each evaluate another group, identifying major arguments and any logical fallacies, if present.  If time, students may wish to vote on the best presentation/utopian vision.

Class led-discussion : 1)  What are the challenges involved in creating a shared vision for a society;  2)  Can a utopian society exist?


CREATE YOUR OWN UTOPIA
1) FOUNDING MEMBERS:

2) NAME OF YOUR SOCIETY:
3) UTOPIAN ANIMAL (What animal would symbolically represent your utopia.  Explain your choice):

4) GOVERNING PHILOSOPHY (What is the most important ideal in your community?):

5)  GOVERNANACE (How will the government of this society be structured?  How will you make decisions?):

6) SELF-SUSTAINMENT (How will your community provide the basic necessities?  How will it survive?):

7) RULES (Develop a list of 10 rules that all your community members will follow.  Give a rationale for each rule):

8) As a group, brainstorm  ideas to create a 60-second commercial that “sells” your vision for a perfect society (i.e. why should I join your group?).  Use as many elements from this sheet as you can.  Visuals, sound effects, music, etc may also be used.  On the back of this sheet, storyboard your commercial.
Material Needed: Utopia Sheet, Digital recording and playback capability, Class Journals


Approximate Time: Three 50-minute class periods 





Objectives: The students will be able to:


- Collaboratively design a utopian society that reflects shared values.


-Create persuasive arguments for their vision of a utopian society.


- Analyze and Evaluate arguments.


Assessments:


Group proposal 


Group Video


 Self Evaluation Journal Response


Evaluation Rubric for at least one other utopian presentation








