To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee






English 2- Sophomore English
Writing Workshop: An Exercise in Descriptive Writing
Descriptive writing is important to a novel. Descriptive writing is also an important skill all writers should develop. Chapter one contains a vivid description of Maycomb. These two paragraphs on page 5 (depending on the version of your text) use many adjectives that appeal to a reader’s five senses. This use of imagery helps the reader visualize the setting of this novel. We get a clear picture of Maycomb in the 1930s and the behavior of its inhabitants. 
Example quotation: ““Maycomb was a tired old town, even in 1932 when I first knew it. Somehow, it was hotter then. Men's stiff collars wilted by nine in the morning. Ladies bathed before noon after their three o'clock naps. And by nightfall were like soft teacakes with frosting from sweating and sweet talcum.”
Directions: Write TWO or THREE paragraphs describing Beulah. Use vivid imagery, similes, metaphors, examples and other techniques we have studied to describe Beulah and its inhabitants. Use Harper Lee’s description of Maycomb as your model. Notice how Harper Lee only uses the name of the town once at the beginning of her description. You should do the same. Only use the word “Beulah” ONCE in your entire description. Address AT LEAST 3 of the 5 senses (sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch).  BEGIN like Lee: Beulah is a …
BEFORE you WRITE, do some pre-writing: chart or use a concept map (cluster) to think of important aspects of “typical Beulah” – things most of us would identify with Beulah – and sensory details you could use to describe the town and its people.


*NOTE: Good description “shows” instead of “tells.”


Telling: Beulah is a busy town.


Showing: Moms gun their minivans like female Andrettis, hauling screaming kids to T-ball or swimming lessons. 

NOT ALLOWED: Avoid using any version of the following words in your description:

smell, taste, sound, touch, taste



very, many, most

you, I, we, us (no second or first person) 

there is, there are, there were, there was, etc.

Format:  
MLA Style – We will set up a Word document in MLA Style in class or if you need to set up one on your own, use the MLA Link on the left of Heller’s Homepage. It contains video instructions for properly formatting an MLA Style document. (A properly formatted MLA Style paper is viewable at OWL@Purdue.com and on Heller’s page.

AFTER you set up a properly formatted document, you may want to upload it as a Google Doc to your Google Account so that you have a properly formatted MLA Style document to access wherever you have Internet access. 

NOTE: If you then create your document in Google Docs, you may need to save it as a PDF when you are finished BEFORE you are able to upload it to Turnitin.com. Turnitin.com will accept PDFs, but I am not sure if it will accept Google Docs. You may be able to download it as a Word Doc and then submit it to Turnitin.com.
Title – Because MLA Style formatting requires a title, you must create one. You may simply use the name of the town.
Word Count  -- 250 to 300  words, double spaced, two or three cohesive paragraphs

Use your spell check and grammar check before submitting to avoid mistakes in conventions.

DUE DATE:  Upload final version to Turnitin.com by Tuesday at 3:30 PM.  
(*Note to teachers: You may want students to try to draw classmates’ descriptions like they did the Radley House.)
