Don Hollister  Northern Cass
don.hollister@sendit.nodak.edu
Denotation / Connotation assignment

This lesson follows a 10-minute presentation of general Connotation/Denotation information. 

· Take Biff through a normal day.  

· Create 5 sentences describing things that Biff is doing

· For each sentence, create 2 additional sentences, changing the “connotation” of the sentence – but the general denotation of the sentence remains unchanged.

· Describe the mood(s) or attitude(s) you wish to portray in each sentence.

You should have 15 sentences and 15 explanations total when you are done.

For Example:

· Biff walked through the brisk night to his BMW.

· The trip to the car was not important; Biff simply made his way to the car.

· Biff strolled through the brisk night to his BMW.

· Biff was in a good mood.  He acts as a man without a care in the world.  Something good has just happened, or he may be looking forward to reaching his destination.
· Biff wandered through the brisk night to his BMW.

· Biff is in no hurry to reach the car.  Perhaps Biff leaves with a heavy heart.  Perhaps he is not looking forward to his ultimate destination.
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Standards:

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

>Students will recognize the importance of precise language for projecting meaning.

Grade Level:
Eng Comp G11-12
Lesson used as a foundational exercise (one of many) prior to narrative writing.

Lesson is a practice exercise – it will be assessed based on completion of assigned tasks:

5 actions, 15 descriptive sentences, 15 explanatory sentences to support and explain the connotation. 

