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CSI : Maycomb

Common Core Standards: 

RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
W.9-10.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
· Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

· Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.

· Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
· Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
Objectives:

SWBAT discuss content of crime scene in Ch 28 

SWBAT work collaboratively in a small group and present findings

SWBAT choose job that fits them and use creative forces to conclude what happened during the crime scene through writing, art, and speaking 

Materials: 

-TKAM Ch 28 read (specifically pages 350-354)

-job descriptions, sheriff reports, final sheriff report 

- review connotation vs denotation and word choice 

Activities:  

1. Pre-Discussion journal: 

Put yourself into Jem or Scout’s shoes during the altercation in Ch 28. Describe in detail what was going through your mind as the attack began, as you were fighting, and what you can remember about the fight ending.  Your entry should be about a paragraph and it should be very clear which character you’re portraying and your emotions related to the attack. 

2. Ask for any volunteers to share their journal entries.

3. Explain to students that with many crime scenes, there are some uncertainties that may arise after the crime has been committed. Just like on CSI and forensic shows not all of the details are clear and surface level. It is up to the investigators to search around for clues and deduce what happened during the crime. 

-Hand out and explain CSI Maycomb handout (including jobs and rubric) 

4. Allow groups to form and assign jobs. Instruct Lead Investigators to notify me of job assignments.

5. Distribute sheriff reports and explain how to fill them out. (Use projector if needed) 

6. Allow groups work time to find details and fill out sheriff’s report. Instruct LI’s that when details and report is complete raise hand and I’ll go over the next portion.

7. When group has completed part one, review what happened at the crime scene according to them and:

* instruct artist to sketch the basics of the attack with paragraph explanation of sketch. 

* instruct writer to create witness narratives with help of LI. 

8. When group has completed the sketch and narratives, LI with the help of writer and artist will compose the official findings of the incident. 

9. When groups have completed the official findings they are instructed to practice their presentations which will include the LI reading the official findings and writer and artist acting out the scene with models. 

Closure: 

After all groups have presented close the lesson with a brief discussion about what students will take away from this activity. A traditional verbal discussion works, also an ‘exit slip’, or Today’s Meet forum session.

*sample question: What is one thing you learned about the attack that you didn’t know before, or that was made clearer to you by participating in this activity. 

Another great closure question is to take a look at how this incident will, or will not, change the kids’ lives, and Maycomb. 

* sample question: How do you feel this attack will impact Jem and Scout’s lives? Do you believe the attack will also change the attitude of Maycomb? Why or why not. 

Assessment: 

At the conclusion of the lesson groups will hand in sheriff’s report, sketch, and official findings. The official findings will be formally assessed using the provided rubric. The group will also be assessed on their oral presentations informally. Finally, depending on the mode of gathering the closing questions, they may be graded informally or formally. 

*If needed groups may be formally assessed on listening skills be writing a brief speaking critique of the speaking group. 

