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EXPLORING A FICTIONAL TECHNOLOGY
Adapted from “Paying Attention to Technology: Exploring a Fictional Technology” by Traci Gardner on ReadWriteThink.org

For links to the handouts below, go to http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/paying-attention-technology-exploring-323.html
OVERVIEW

From iPads to the latest “smart phone,” Americans seem to have fallen in love with just about anything that will make our high-tech lifestyles more comfortable, convenient, and enjoyable. Students first complete a survey to establish their beliefs about technology before exploring the role of a fictional technology in a short story.  Next, students discuss and debate what they believe the story’s author is saying about technology. By exploring the fictional technology, students are urged to think more deeply about their own beliefs and to pay attention to the ways that technology is described and used. Students will produce a friendly letter expressing their views and their opinion of the author’s views on technology. 

NCTE/IRA NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

1.  Students read a wide range of print and non-print texts to build an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works. 

 

2.  Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of human experience. 

 

3.  Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound–letter correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics). 

 

6.  Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and non-print texts.

 

11.  Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy communities.

 

12.  Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information). 
Resources:

· Technology Survey – 2 copies per student, can be back-to-back

· Copy of the excerpt “There Will Come Soft Rains” by Ray Bradbury from The Martian Chronicles
· Parts of a Friendly Letter Sample

· Rubric

PROCEDURE:
DAY 1
1. Explain that you are about to begin an exploration of the role that technology plays in people’s lives and that the first step will be to complete a survey. 

2. Distribute copies of the Technology Survey, and ask students to fill out the sheet. 

3. After students have responded to all of the questions, compile the results on the board, chart paper, or an overhead. You’ll refer to the survey responses in later sessions so use an overhead or chart paper if you’re likely to have to erase the board between sessions. 

4. Begin class discussion with the statements for which there is the most disagreement. Encourage students to explain the reasoning behind their responses and to debate differing opinions. 

5. Be sure to challenge students’ views of technology as you discuss the responses to the survey. Many students have an oversimplified view of technology. They readily accept the notion in the first statement on the survey that technology makes life better for everyone. Urge students to think about the ways that technology can be defined. 

6. In discussion of the survey, students may be surprised to discover that everyone does not share their optimism regarding technology. Some students point to pollution or to problems with nuclear power plants or to other technology-related disasters as examples of the potential drawbacks of technological advances. Be sure to ask students for such examples as they discuss their responses. 

7. Encourage students to consider the ways that technology has influenced their lives. As students discuss the survey results, invite them to share any personal experiences that have shaped their opinions. 

8. Once you have discussed most or all of the questions on the survey, ask students to read the short story. They should be sure to make notes or observations of the story based on:
· Character: Think about technology (however it is defined) as the main character, or focus on the reaction of a key character in your story affected by technology. 

· Conflict: Look for conflicts that involve science and/or technology and their possible effects on specific people or on society as a whole. 

· Resolution: The resolution may be a disaster or catastrophe, or it may be a realization on the part of one of the characters. The story doesn’t have to work out to a “happily ever after” conclusion. 

· Setting: Realize that there can be more than one setting in the story. Pay particular attention to the information about the setting that influences the main conflict.

Day 2  
1. Divide students into small groups and have each student use the second copy of the Technology Survey.  One per group may be completed as well.
2. Ask students to discuss the story and give evidence from the story to determine how the story’s author would respond to the survey questions. 

3. In addition, ask students to review all their findings and answer the question, “What is the author of this story saying about technology?” 

4. After students have worked out responses to the questions, reassemble the class to discuss and debate their findings. 

5. As groups report their answers, encourage them to compare the responses that characters in the story would give to the Technology Survey to the response that the author would give to the statement. Ask students to draw conclusions about the role of technology in the story and the author’s message about technology based on their class discussion. 

6. When students have explored the survey in relationship to the story, post the students’ own answers to the survey from the first session. 

7.  Ask students to compare their own responses to those for the story’s author. Often their opinions       

     have changed. Encourage students to explain how the story has affected their own opinions. 

8.  Encourage students to draw conclusions about the influence of the description and use of technology in 
     the story on their own understanding of and opinions of technologies in the survey and in their daily lives. 

STUDENT ASSESSMENT/REFLECTIONS

There is normally considerable disagreement among students discussing which statements on the Technology Survey the author would agree or disagree with and why. This disagreement provides a natural follow-up writing situation that can serve as an assessment for the activity. Ask students to write a letter about why they think the author would agree or disagree with one of the statements from the survey that the class could not come to agreement on. The letter should be addressed to someone else in the class who disagrees with their viewpoint. 

Students can use the sample Friendly Letter if they are unfamiliar with the elements of a letter.  Look for details from the readings that support the position that students argue in their letters. Students can exchange letters with others in the class then continue the discussion of the author’s position. In their discussion, encourage students to refer to points from the letters that they agree or disagree with.

If formal assessment of the piece is desired, share the Taking a Position on a Fictional Technology Rubric to establish the expectations for the activity then use the document to guide your response to student work.

