Mock School Board Meeting Guidelines 

The Huck Finn Controversy

English 3

Mrs. Schneider/Mrs. Evenson 
Fargo North High School 

Public Notice – Special Session School Board Meeting 

The purpose of this meeting is to inform the board (our class) of the various issues surrounding the censorship of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.
As a group, you will present your information in the form of a PowerPoint or Prezi presentation.  This presentation should include:

· Thorough explanation of your group stance on the novel.  
· Specific examples, expert opinion/information from the novel and outside sources to support your information.

· A recommended action to the board.

· A Works Cited page typed in proper MLA format to be turned in at time of presentation. (minimum of three sources, including the novel)
Remember…Your recommendation to the board is based on the information you uncovered with your group and must take your assigned perspective into consideration.  Your job is to present accurate information to the board from this point of view.  At the conclusion of the “meeting” you will get a chance to express your own personal opinion, and we will hold a short debate and discussion as a class.  

Just like all things in “real life,” this issue is not black and white.  Remember that there are other recommendations to consider beyond complete censorship or complete acceptance of a book.  Your group might consider…

· Making the book an optional choice on the curriculum

· Leaving the book in the library but removing it from the classroom

· Requiring supplemental discussion of racial issues to be taught with the novel.

· Allowing excerpts of the book to be taught or an abridged version

· Any other suitable solutions/compromises…run this by your teacher to check viability.

In order to make an informed decision and consider your perspective in depth, the board will expect a presentation between 5-7 minutes.  The important information they need cannot be thoroughly addressed in less than 5 minutes, but the agenda is tight so use your time efficiently and be mindful of your 7-minute limit.  

After all presentations, both sides will “debate” the issues in the presentations.  

Role perspectives:
For censorship (parents/students)

Against censorship (parents/students)

As you read The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, keep this role perspective in mind.  You will need to cite specific examples/quotations from the novel in your presentation to support your presentation. 

The handout provided will help you gather your evidence.  It will be collected for points!  Each person needs 6 textual examples! 
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